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On May 21, three Universidad de Panama students commenced an indefinite hunger strike aimed
at pressuring members of the national congress to halt debate on reforms to legislation regulating
university administration. Representatives of students and faculty asserted that the reforms are
merely cosmetic, focused on university-wide election of the rector. The most serious problems
confronted by the country's major institution of higher education are ignored, they said, such as its
wholly inadequate budget. In addition, student and faculty spokespersons said the reforms were
developed by a handful of university administrators and government officials, thereby ignoring
existing campus organizations. On May 25, President Guillermo Endara endorsed the reforms to
university administration. After an eight-hour meeting on the university campus on May 28, the
General Executive Council the institution's highest-level administrative organization decided to
call a general assembly the following week to begin preparing an action plan to defend university
autonomy. Raul Rios, secretary general of the architecture students association, said the government
intends to privatize the university, and that the proposed reforms did not emerge from a universitywide consensus. Students at the Instituto Nacional (secondary education institution) organized a
demonstration on May 27 to express solidarity with university students' rejection of the reforms.
Several street demonstrations were planned for the week. On May 28, the three university students
had completed 150 hours of a hunger strike initiated May 21. (Basic data from AFP, 05/21/91;
Notimex, 05/28/91)
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